
 
W A Y L A N D  *  P U B L I C  *  S C H O O L S 

 
 
 

W 
 
 
 

Arthur Unobskey, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

508.358-3763 
 
 
 

Parry Graham, Ed.D. 
Assistant Superintendent 

508.358.3772 
 
 
 

Richard Whitehead, M.Ed. 
Director of Student 

Services 
508.358.3756 

 
 
 

Susan Bottan, MBA 
Director of Finance & 

Operations 
508.358.3750 

 
 
 

Tony Laing, Ph.D. 
METCO Director 

508.358.3754 
 
 
 

Leisha F. Simon, M.Ed. 
Director of Technology & 

Digital Learning 
508.358.3714 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
September 11, 2020 
 
Dear Families: 
 
I hope that you are well, and enjoying the last few days of summer. At this point, I 
imagine that, along with some apprehensiveness, you are eager to start the school 
year. For our part, the Wayland Public Schools staff have worked extremely hard to 
get prepared and are very excited to start working with your children. 
 
A reminder: The Children’s Way and special education students begin in-person 
schooling on September 14. The School Committee is also considering an earlier 
in-person start date for kindergarten students. The remainder of the students grades 
1-12 will begin the first day of school on September 14, with remote education and 
in-person hybrid education on October 19.  
 
I would like to share with you some important information about procedures your child 
will follow this fall: 
 
Remote Learning Notification 
Notification of Procedures during School-Based Video Conferences  
Please see this notice that informs parents about the recording of video conference 
sessions and that includes behavioral expectations for our students while they 
conduct school remotely. It is important that you review this with your child.  
 
Those students who are attending school in-person 
The Student Screening Form 
The Student Screening Form asks the questions that parents or guardians must 
answer each morning before sending their child into a school building. By answering 
this questionnaire, the parent or guardian attests that the student is safe to enter our 
school buildings.  
 
As a community, it is crucial that you answer these questions diligently on a daily 
basis for every one of your children. We are depending on you to keep your children 
home if they have symptoms. Keeping symptomatic students home is perhaps the 
most effective tool that we have to reduce the risk of the spread of COVID infections 
and keep our schools open. 
 
The Screening Form can be downloaded here. 
 

● For children who will be coming into the buildings between September 14 and 
September 18 for in-person instruction, we ask that parents send the attached 
paper copy with their child for them to deliver when they arrive at school. 

● After this one-week test period, we will determine an appropriate long-term 
approach to the attestation process. 
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https://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/2020%20Novel%20Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20Updates/Superintendent%20Communications/Recording%20of%20Instruction%20September%202020.pdf
https://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/2020%20Novel%20Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20Updates/2020_9_11%20Schools_Student%20covid%20screening%20form%20-%20final%20-%20Sheet1%20(1).pdf


 
Please note that if a child enters the building with symptoms, that student will be sent 
to the nurse and a parent will be called to pick the child up immediately. 
 
Use of Hand Sanitizer in the School Buildings 
According to Karen Robitaille, Massachusetts Director of School Health Services, “[A 
crucial] thing that we can do to keep from getting sick and spreading illness to others 
is to clean our hands, and handwashing with soap and water is the recommended 
method of hand hygiene in non-healthcare settings.” In each building, students will 
have frequent access to soap and water. 
 
In addition, “alcohol-based hand sanitizers (with at least 60% alcohol) are an effective 
alternative for cleaning hands and are recommended as an alternative to soap and 
water by CDC and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.” Typically on 
entry and exit of classroom settings, students will rub hand sanitizer on their hands 
according to DESE guidelines.  
 
Robitalle, in her June 30 memorandum, instructs Districts to give parents an opt-out 
option for the use of hand sanitizer. If you wish to opt your child out of the use of 
hand sanitizer, please send written notice to your school’s office. 
 
Mask Wearing 
Please note that the Wayland School Committee has passed a mask policy that 
requires students K-12 to wear masks. We know for some of our students, 
particularly our younger students, this may be a challenge. However, it is crucial that 
we work together to ensure our children are following this very important risk 
mitigation strategy. Please keep in mind that the policy directs that “masks should be 
made of a tight weave of at least two-ply fabric and fit the nose and mouth tightly 
without gaps. The following are not allowed: gaiters, bandanas, scarves, and face 
masks that have an exhalation valve. Reusable masks should be cleaned in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.” 
 
We long for the day when so much of our energy is not focused on health and safety. 
However, this year it is necessary. We appreciate your patience, flexibility, and 
generosity as we do this WaylandTogether style! 
 
I look forward to connecting with you throughout the school year. 
 
All my best, 

 
Arthur Unobskey 
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